Þ . - - 
® - _ 
X -T* 
. 


— 
—_— - 


2900000408 HH0404004e0020eenm4 4 
A SERIOUS : 


'EPISTLE: 


z - 
> bY 
by tir PRINNE, 2 
2 Wherein- S 
Þa 
$1s - interwoven an Anſwer to a$ 
 $ - fateBook of his, the Title whereof # 
* is inſerted 1n the next leafe. > 
Ee" JPA a 
Mm : By:].HaL x,of Grays-Ime, 
S Es P bg $ 6. —_— ”_ 
* T7 d hou 
SE I rg nd Cay 
by Do this now my ſonne, and y from thy ſelf ; when thou 
SZ art come into the hand of thy friend : go, humble thy 
* ſelfe, and make ſure thy friend, : 
® — 
BW + LONDON, : 
- Printed for Zohn Place, and areto be fold at # 
* - hisShopat Furnifalds-lnne gate, Z 
: 1649. 
$03vp$0d300000000$3003003 


LE OLE 


Tohimm that wall Read. 


*2 Hat:this Book.hath come later 
pY Ks from the preſle, then either 
| þ&= ſtands with the Celerity of the 
<2} Adverſary, or dutyand obliga- 
tion of the Author, it wall 
hoped you will be enclin'd to Forgive, 
when yov once are aſlur'd that a Treatiſe of 
almoſt ten-times the bigneſle of this,might 
have come abroad 1n the time this was a 
making ready; Notwithſtanding all cla- 
mours and expoſltulations ; and therefore 
the Author may. promiſe himſelf ſo much 
Juſtice, as to: be Reſcued from the ſavage- 
neſſe of their opinions, who dam all 
things not immedaatly falling under their 
concern, or complying with the pettiſh- 
neſſe of ther own Humour, | 


VINDICATION 


A-LEGALL | 


of the Liberties of 


ENGLAND, 


AGAINST 
ILLEGALL TAXES 
' And pretended A&s of Parliament, 
Lately cnforcedon the People: 
Reaſons aligned by W1LL 1am PryNN 
of Swainſwick in the County of Somerſet 
| Eſquirezwhy he can neither in Conſc;- 
| ence, Law, nor Prudence ſubmit tothe 
New {leg dl Tax or Contribution of 
Ninety. Thouſand pounds the Mow tn; 
© 'Larely 
'mpoſed.on the Kingdome, by a-peetentied Aft of 
_ + bh. in + 4 )- | 


Parliament. 


To Mr. W 1iLt1am Parnxneg 


of Swainſwick Greeting, 


Mr.PxvynnNse. 


SAW8 Ou will ſcarcely believe, what af- 
; | high obligation, you have lately 

: Put upon all men, that can bur the 
lett diſcover between good and e- 
vill in Books, and how much you 
- \vere likely.to have further indee- 

red your ſelf eo them, By the conti= 
q nuance of your patience and fi- 

lence. For whereas you were Ac» 
cuſtom'd uſually once a week to great thetn»with a ſmall 
Trifle of ſone twenty or' thirty ſheets; and thereby ei. 
ther incurre their indignation ox &aghter ; you have been 
of late graciouſly pleaſed to withdraw your beneyolen- 
ces of that nature, and co put them in hopes that you. 
would no more lend an hand to the Multiplication of e- 
vill Things: Nor any more beare a part in the yariety 
of thoſe hideous Noyfes, which doe now diſtraRt and dea- 
fen Exrope. 

But indee&(this is but a' friendly Congreſle, and we 
mult be free and open ) your filence to me was very Om= 
nious and full o bad fignitication; nays I mult confeſſe to 
you ; far more dreadfull then the opening o* the mpurh 
and ſpeaking. For haying found and Experimented that 

| A2 our 
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youtNutnre was fuch thatyc could no more forbeare (crib- 
ling thena Pargiyrick his ſhaking, or one bir with a T «- 
rawels is ing I beganroteare and tremble left et- 
ther you were-in L bour with forme grear voluminovs 
work, which like a Leviathan ſwallow up all the 
Paper, and be a means to raife Ballads and Pamphlers, 
from three farthings to a penny a Sheer, or elſe that you 
were intended ſhortly to depart this world ( as the yo- 
lentary ſlipping of Fiftula's and Iflues beroken Death co 
the party) and ſo not hve 2 while to (urvive your Pro- 
geny,and (ce the Memory ofthem loſt among Men, 

Bur indeed I was of late doubly undeceived, for I both 
found (to my amazement) that you were alive, as alſo 
that your late Book was but eight ſheers, which indeed 


for that very cauſe I ſhould have baſtardiz'd and diſclaimd 


for being yours; Bnc that [ therin found that a many pro- 
fuſe and impertinent dathes did abſolarely Charaerize ic 
yours, and beſides I ſaw abundance of Quotations, which 
I ſeppoſe no other Man would upon that occalion have 
plac' there. | 

Now finding'your Book(as I (aid) fo ſhort :nd with-l! 
{o lirele to the queſtion za kindly Itch and lechery preſent. 
ly Tickled met» anſwer it,& the rather becauſe I ſuppoſe 
I mighe gratifie you in gfying you an occaſion to write a- 
gain,as alſo make your oppoſition to the preſent Goyern. 
ment, more known and s (a thing I know you covet) 
as alſo be a precatarnie cauſe of ſome further ſufferings, 
which I knew could not but be very acceptable » becauſe 
I have obſeryd your Genins more eſpecially delighted in 
perſecution and oppoſition to the preſent power, and 
therefore I could never blame you for precipicating your 
ſelf into a heady aQtion ; as being willing to permit eve- 
ry man to follow his own Inc'ination, and I knew you 
were led very ſtrongly this way. 

Nor indeed was I inſenfible of fome advantage on my 
fide.No man lying,ſo open,ſo unguardeds(o caly co be bea» 
ten by his own Weapons as y!u. Befides you molt _ 

take 
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(3) 
cake ill ayins,& Rxike cleare beſides your enemy. So that 
belides theſe (mall enceuragemenes, I taiv I needed not 
be halſe ſo long as you, (and this 1s ſomewhat with the 
judicious Jund needed bur once fate the queſtition,and 
all your Arguments would fall in pieces» and for quora- 
tions 1 kneyy it was either tranſccibing of yours into my Lf 2g 
Margent ( which is as much concern'd in them as Dgy quixot 
yours or elſe to follow Cervantes his advice,and take tic 
tirſt Catalogue of Authors I met and own them. 

But then againe upon ſecond thoughts I began to de. 
murre, as coulidering you a perlon yery dreadtull and 
rerrible ; as well by ycur Roman conltancy in wricing, 
(for you neyer yer permitted any Adyerſary to have the 
laſt word, nor any power (0 _—_ you had pen and inke 
co put you to lilence as by the Reputation you have of a 
yarious learning & multiplicity of Reading:Nor romen. 
tion your numerous Prints, whereby you have nor like 
Toſtat three ſheets for every day in your life , bur almoſt 
three yolumes,1o that ie 1s pitty that you were not either 
borne of Germay parents , to have written in high-duech 
chat you might have outdon therepuration of the greateſt 
of their Authors, who are commonly yaluzd at the rate 
of their boldneſle and prolixity. Nowuhtanding upon 
a third diſpute with my ſelfe I found al) chele were chime. 
ra's,and conld cau'e no Real affrighes as for your perrinacy 
in Auſwering, Reſpondiyg Rejoy*?ng Anti querying, Re. 

ng &c. lowever it bed wrought npon {ome other 
men I re:oly'd it ſhould aot doe on me. untill you forfook 
your cuſtome of un-weaving the web at the wrong end, . 
& neyer approaching tothe heart of a diſpure(as 1 ſhall 
preſently 1yance) and this was a tavour wnhich as being 
a tranger to you [ —— would hardiy contcrre 
on me, a/though you had abilicy and ooffthility, eicher gi- 
yen you by nature or belicu'd of you by men, 
For the fame of your Learning | found that ic had ra» 
ther invaded the minds of the multicudz,and poſſeſſed the 


weak inconlid« rate ſallowers of all Books, and interee - 
A? fred 


tedir ſelfe in thoſe cy Y who had before interelted 

themſelyes in choſe opiuions, which you either oppugn'd 

or maintain'd,then any waycs recommended you to thoſe 

judgements, who calling all things to a ſharpe Teli, are 

not wont to favour without Eminency of merit. And 

therefore I call'd ro mind that I had heard many &f them 

ſay, that (though your induſtry were nor art all diſcom- 

mendable , yetit did not infer any ſuch yaftneſſe or Im- 

menfity of nature in you, as the Ticles or Margents of 
your Books ſeeme to promiſe, for { tay they ) Nature 

makes ever the dulleſt Beaſts molt laborious,and the grea- 
reſt feeders. Therefore they eblerved that , though you 
had read and ſwallowed much, yet you had concocted lit- 
tle; and (o (wanting Rumination)) it was no vyonder if 
you yomited up abnndance of things crude and rayy and 
I could prove 1e to 3ou our of Authors, that to calt up 
things un-alter'd is a ſymprome of a feeble and infirme 
Romack ; and as an error 1n the tirſt concoion derives 
ic ſelfe to the others, and nouriſhing up a prevaleſcent hu- 
mour begets at laſt a diſeaſe ; eyen fo your judgement 
being once deprav'd turnes all your Reading;(be it never 
ſo choyle) imo bilious or pvtrid humours, vyhich being 
perpetually encreaſed by your inſatiate gluttony of Books 
doemiſerably fomers and heighten your malady of \ri- 
ting. 

Nor truly was I much amaz'd with your Books them- 
ſelves, which though they appear'd big and tall were ex- 
treame feeble and 111 complexion'd, and though they cari- 
ed menacipg aſpe&ts, yer vvere things purely hindi 
and unaRtiye, they put me in mind : (I befeech you pars 
don ſo homely a compariſon)of the two Gyants that and 
to guard Guild-hall , and look downe as furiouſly upon 
the contentious Rabble, as if themſelyes intended to bee 
Peace-makers, and to poyyder them all with one bloy, 
when alas one uncourteous greeting with a haſell Rick 
would preſently diſcompoſle all their gallantry. and reduce 
them to their firſt matter of ticks and paſt*board. For 


Sir 


5) 

(Sir) Tis the general] in of all Learned men (as x 
could ring quotations to that purpoſe) that books large 
and empty are the greateſt enemies to that perpetuity and 
hrgeneſle of fame, that every diligent Writer ought to 
aime #r, that can be polſible« For Poſterity that paſles a 
ſevere and impartiall {cutence upon all things tormerly 
done, cannor bur hate and brard thoſe men tnat deale (0 
unreverently with her, as to put things upon the file of 
Memory as jyould cven be tedious in table taike where 
no drollery for the molt part come- amiſle, and thertore 
wee ſee all Ages willing to op off tfuch excreſcencies, 
and deſtroy it poſſible thetr yery Remembrance, 


Sepins in libro me moratur Perſius ans. 
Duam levitintots Marſus Amatonide, 


Now you having ſo unpardonably offended this way, 1 
would nor at all tart back at yout yolumnous and Gigan- 
rous Not:.1ngs, but retolutely encounter and grapple wish 
them. For though you have a Faculty (co your great re* 
none) to pur that into ten ſheets, which another man 
might comprize inten lines ; and therefore have filled 
as much paper as if you vere to burn for a Martyc would 
ſerve inltead of fagots ; yer mult I {ay, there 1s very lit» 
tle in all this to the purpote. For t'1ough you are not 
yet a Didimws, and tranicribe whole Tragedies, yer I may 
ſay ycu inſert many things not condufing to the prefenc 
purpoſe,thoughI mult acknoyledg the great praiſe of your 
humanity and g00{dnefle, that you commonly either ywrite 
the molt mareriall things (as you concetve)in Capitals, 
or elſe very courteouſly with an han or a Note on the 
Margent, dir & the Reader to them. 

Ve þ maluerit lemmata ſola legat. 
And theretore were it for no other cau.e, Mater Noy 
de: lt very uncourceouſly wich vou, that offered ro make 
you and the water-poet, Bed-teliowes in Lincolns-Inne 
Library, as being tyyo of the ſame altitude, and crilis of 
WE1tINcs For 


Jy 

For the multitnde of MR . [ was of Virgil mind , Now 
Numersm lupss, the ſmalleſt inſeta's come in greateſt 
thoals eut © the wombe of ther dam putri action. A 
Pytt.on, a Hydra, or any \uch Royal! Monſter come a+ 
lone,ard that but rarely, if at all, petit creatures can be 
delivered of many at a birth; Ly ons, Elephants.and thoſe 
more noble carry but one , and that after long impregna- 
tion : by the ſame Analogy men of poore, ftraic, loi 
and ſlender thoughts, have ever the greateit exuberance 
and yent moti; whereas Regular and Cafiligated fouls, 
who know how dear and hard it 18:0 think aright, and 
how difficult the purſuit of Truth 15,and under how ma- 
ny cen(ures any thing of publick concera mult neceſſa. 
rily fall; vent heir notions nicely and ſcrupulouſly, as 
thinking they mult be writ in marblezwhillithe inconſides 
rate puceyery runningihought upon the ſanc; 1s for exatr= 
ple, moſt of your fultian puff-paſt Treaſh , which with- 
in a feiy years isas quite effact, as if your Ik had been 
made of nothing but Gopriſle : and no more Regarded 
then the Inventory of ſome ſick mans dreams ; and 
therefore to me you have writ a very few things, they 
being ſuch as no man will enquire after , bur ſuch as de» 
light in things obſolete and antque , or ſuppoſing the 
things are many, 'tis a lumpe made up like Democritas 
worlds of atoms which raiſe upa great maſs yet are im= 
perceptible in themſelves. 

I ſuppoſe by what I have faid, you may have a ſhrewd 
oueſle, at what I conceive of the pertinency of them, 
never vas there any thing truer ſaid in all ences then 
in Multi loqwio non deeſft peccaturs, Certainly fo your lis 
cerary fins 1n this kind (not ro Accompr your mcorrall or 
Theologicall) are horrid and Innumerable and (withour 
the interpoſition of ſomewhat above Mercy) Impardo. 
nable, How pittifully did you once afflit the Houſe ot 
Commons in that fatall Night of Voting the Kings an- 
{wer the grounds of a firm Peace,yert when that molt In- 
{ulsHarang came to ſee thePreſs the ſubfaxcs(to youT itle 
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(7) 
ic)do*s but amount to ſome ſeventeen ſheers cloſePrinted: 
'Tt Joy'd your ew-liguers, and Co-Martyrs, the Cava+ 
liers, that they had iprung ſuch a Chawpion, and there- 
fore the Book (and as I think the firlt of yours that was 
ſo) came td be twice Printed, and poffibly 1s yer extant 
for all men , that have a wind to turvey the arc of Am- 
plication, to perule, with much about ſuch diicretion as 
this. Do you ind-avour to blow up lib-rry of Conſcience, 
for in your Book ſupericribed, The ſword of Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates ſupported you hilt lay down the whole que. 
ſion (in efte:t} as a poltviate or undeniable axion, and 
upon that ground make a ſhift ro Rear up a Paper,trifle of 
20.largetheetrs, and this with that Celerity (che intallible 
fignot a good writer) that between the Dare of the Book 
you anſwer, and your own, there interceeds but (as I Re. 
member) twenty days : Notwithſtanding you lay they 
are the Iucubrations of a few cold Winer Nights, and you 
eel! the Lords you have not loft one minute from their 
ſervice. I could tell alſo that while yu ſhould explode 
the vanity of love locks. you only fall foul upon long hayre, 
and ſo run clear out ot diſtance from your queſtion, with 
a Man ofmuch lefſe Reading might have embolt with 
curious Philo:ogy , and inkructed the age into an af- 
fright off : Thus in your «nhealthfulneſſe of health 
drinking , you only quarrell at muca drinking, and fo 
make a forementioned eſcape. Bur I am forcy tuch duſt 
and cobwebs ſtick in my memorie , I have repeated roo 
much already, and for particular paſſages I could pur 
you in Remembrance,Yſq; ad nanuſeam & Ravim, but that 
I would nor ſlip into an humour which ſo much diſeuſts 
me in you. Only that Poſteritie may acknowledge how 
— you have cblig'd them by your Poerrie.I cannor 
but with pleatace pur you in mind vwhot a deare ſonne you 
have been to the Mules» Never did any wan tune fuch 
round delaies as you have.Never did any man fo power- 
fally drag and hale pore fiilables into verſe. Never 
durſt any Tirant exerciie th2& cruelties upon the bodies 


or 


(8) 
men, that you haye upon Meeter, 'Tis the greateſt 
praiſe of the Architect of chis Vniverſe , that he did all 
chings in Number , Weight and Meaſwre, and the jult 
contrary mult fall upon all your Works , eſpecially © 

its nature. Alas, what ups anJidowns haye you! what 
noxles, what calmes ! what tractures, what unnaturcall 
clotures { hovy doe you one time Runmb'elike a Brewers 
empry Carr, another while dcil you meters miſerably on 
a ſled: Certainely (Sir) it yev had been that Poet that 
preſented the Poem to Alexander and was to receive as 
Recompenle a buffer tor every bad line, you had beene 
buftered to.death, thou you had had as many lives as nine 
Cats : Verily h:d you had Orphens place inthe Fable,you 
bad pur all your birds and trees intoa fright, inſtead of a 
Letalto, and your Thracian women our of meer Revenge 
of your noiſ: had done tor out of juſtice to you , which 
they did out of cruelty to him: Verily had you been Am= 
phion, and gone about to build the walls of Thebes with 
Your Harpe, the [tones our of meer rage yv' u'd have 
mu:ined and pelted You to death. O Maſter Prone, 
Maſter /illiam Prynne, Malter William Pryune an utter 
Barreſter of Lincolnſ-1wne, late a Member of the Houſe 
of Commons and now of Swainſwicks in the (ounty of So- 
merſet Eſquire. 'Tis impoſſible that #11 the Rage of a 
drunken Imagination could have imagined, or propheſid 
ſuch a Bard as you are, Certainely, after you; we may 
lay all Monfters will be naturall and quortidian , and that 
al: men may doe vvhatſoever they defire or dream of. 
For I proteſle to you 'tis a Miraclero mee, hoyy ever it 
could enter into your thoughts to make Verſes : ſubjects 
I am ſure you could not want ; you might have beene 
throwing the duſt of Records in the faces of the Biſhops, 

you might have pur on a fools Coat, ca!l'd your ſelle 
Tom-Tel-Troth, and barkt againſt the Armie, you mtyghr 
have butied your ſelfe about Excomwunication, or con= 
quering Independencie , and propping up the Houle of 
Lords ; but fo diſmally ro mijcarrie : to smprove —_ 
whic 


75 
(which certainly are ſofter then ycur Medicatio:)roma: 
new See. Compaſſe , and quack Cordials, Iam loſt, I am 
lolt (great Sir lam loſt, this is roo deepe for me,and ex- 
ceeds my underſtanding. 

For the quotations ohick are as delight'ull ro ycu, as 
they are dillaſtfull ro all Markind elſe z but Feetins who 
loves you for it, and Ic: uld wiſh you to confider whe- 
ther the Ghoſts of a many brave Authors ought not in 
all Iuſtice co hant and torment you? iome ©: them you 
make Rand on the Pillorie of your Margents for no caute, 
{ome of them you make to beare falle witneffſe, echer 
ſome you make celt haife Toles,ſome of them you tamiliar- 
ly quore whichyou never conferr'd vyich.nor poſſibly taw, 
ſothat vvhat with theſe ccurſe-, and miltel.ing of Pages 
and Chapters, which are but Peccadillo's with ycu, you 
make them pure Knights of the Pct, and ſweare whar 
you will.Certainly, a man that hath this Faculty may proy 
what he vvill, and write Libraries, and if any man eyer 
had the Knack fo dexterouſly as you, my Acquaintance, 
with Bookes is either none or falfe. Holy doe you 
fic them, ar proving the Soveraigne Power of Parlia» 
ments (which Booke I chinke you h ye torgor youever 
wrote) exactly quote Morall ſentences cut ot S:neee &c. 
What an Immenle Annotation bave you in your Booke 
againſt Coſezs concernins Nile. How common 1'!t yvich 
you to proye out of How Hollinſhead Fabian, Speed,T aylor, 
that R. 2, was murthered at Pontetratt. Hoyy naturally 
in your Arminianiime doth bring men to ditclaime opi- 
nions that were not thought on while themſelves lived ? 
Woaat rare Moſaick Werke doe you make with !enten. 
ces of Scriprures, and how congruouſly doe you grave 
them on the ſtones of the Mount Orgaerl. How aptiy 
doe you qrote Poets by the page. ard ſometimes bring 1n 
a peece of Twlly by the SeRion, vvith all yvhich acccu» 
trements I can count you no better th-n an [ndian \yiti 
Feathers about you ; or ir ycu will hare it (o I can com- 
pare you to a Pedlars Pack-Horle , that carries abun- 

B dance 
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dance of Trinkets about him, which he can fieyer ei» 
ther enjoy or ut, 

lam dit Poſt hume de tribu1 tapelhs. 

Having with theſe contiderations disburthened my (elf 
of all feare, 1 know no Reaton why I may nor now del- 
cend to a more particular conlideration of your - laſt 
Book, and the rather becauſe it yainly threatens ſo much, 
and according to your uſuali fate produces nothing. Nay 
indeed declares yeu a petſon Incspable of medling wirh 
the queſtion,as having too ſcant a knowledge & rooPut» 
blind an inſight co difcuſſe ir. For I ſuppoſe, No Ratio» 
tall man will deny me, but that he won!d exactly examine 
the juſtneſs of al changes of States and Commonwealths , 
Muſt haye another Touch-fone, chen che bare Muni» 
cipall Laws of a Country, which comtnonly carry the 
Rampe of their invaders, or elle bring made out of the 
neceffity of times, ate commonly declind by thoſe men 
thatdefire to Innovate ; No they are choſe Generall and 
Royall Laws of Reaſon Nature, Nations and Neceſlity 
that muſt be appeald to, by theſe all muſt examine and 
Judge, and as being fixt vericable and uniyerſall, where- 
as particular Ordinances of any place are not fo; bur 
being either Impos'd by a power or hecome valid by con- 
eract, are'no longer to be obey'd, when that power is 
broken of contraR difſoly*d. , 

But yon (Maſter Prinwe) doenot goe thus Rational» 
ly co work, nor Revicting your di/courſe on ſome Red- 
dy maxims ariſe up to a full and perfe&t view of the 
Gexerall Laws, and then bring them home to the partica- 
lar of our Nation, which had been your only true and 
Regular method, and likelyeft ro make govd what you 
deſign'd to your ſelf, but inſtecd thereof you decline all 
examinations of Goyernments and their ends ( a thing 
perhaps not to be treated of by one that writes ſcans pede 
1n vno) and moſt cruelly rormented with a wany Preſi- 
dents and Statutes, which being either ſuch as depended 
opon the wall of chem that nilurped rule oyer us, or at - 

uc! 
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ſuch as deft ſuited the wiſdome Fl times that ena=cu 
them, I ſee nor why they ſhould preſerve ary more force 
then reaſon;eſpecially ſeeing that daily contingencies and 
notations of humane things, call ever a freth for new 
Laws, and freſh proviſions: not to adde that the neceſ- 
ficy ofa time and occaſion, the tontinnall groans of the 
oppreſſed , the concurrent and vitible hand of provi- 
dence may many times Warrant that which co the ri&t 
formall Letter of the Law might ſeeme otherwiſe. For 
certainly every Law mult be conceiy'd fo far ſacred and 
inviolable, as it conduces to the grear defigne of the 
eſſentiall happineſſe of thoſe for whom it was deviz'd. 
andif H then ſuppoſe ir, in it ſelfe and is thef good and 
proficable,yet ific daſh and enterpher with the maine end 
of Government,and that great Arcanzum'of preteryation, 
I ſuppoſe he cannot be called a Bad Citizen that our of a 
juſt piety to his Conntry endeayours to break through 
it; or elſe rectify it to its right intentions. 

Thus much (outof a great deal elſe which I reſerve as 
due and proper to another place) TI haye ſec down; to the 
end you may perceive how unfortunate you haye been 
in grounding the queſtion, as alſo that (it you 'pleaſe to 
rake the pains) you may by it examine over all your rea- 
ſons,and find them all either yain, ſophiſticall or falſe.Bur 
left you may be a wrighting ſome other Book and there- 
fore want leiſure, or it you had le'ſure might poſſibly be 
deſirous to fave the pains, I ſhall to doe you a curteſy,and 
merit of ſome of your Proſelits whom I may reduce, 
examine them one by one, though I cannot premile ci» 
ther your Copiouinefſe or Rancor. 

Your diſcourſe is founded upon a Sillogiime which ta- 
king upa page in you, I am given to tranſcrike, bur 
ſhall chus fully and faithfully a breviate. That by the fun. 
damentall Laws and known Statutes. No Tax ought to be 
Impoſed but by the will and Common afſe;t of the Earls 
Barons Knights Burgeſſes, Commons, and whole Realme 


in a free and full Parliament By Att of Parliament all o- 
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other are unjuſt and oppreſſive, &c. 

But this preſent T ax of 90000.1.per menſem was not thus 

Impoſed. | 
I It onght not to be demanded nor levied, and you 
might inconſcience and prudence withſtand it. . 

Your Propoſition which yon take as indubitable 
would inthe firſt place be Rated »nd Retified, becauſe 
{ſo many of your Reaſons, and indeed your molt prefling, 
nay the very ſtrength of the Aſlumprion leane upon it, 
But you muſt contider that thovgh I agree with you, 
that no Tax ought to be layd but in Pariament, yer I 
urrerly diſſent trom you in the Acception of the word 
Parliament, and though I grant you the whole Realme yer 
I doe not extend it to your Latitude z which I thus ex- 
plaine and confirme. 

Firſt, I rake the Realme of Eng'and to be no other, 
But that People which God and nature tath planted in 
this Iſland, free from all humane power and pohtye 
Lay, fave what they elete and coniticute over them- 
lelves, or their Repreſentive ( by their auchority ) enat 
for their good and welfare ; and therefore whatſoever 
Pojver is not deriv'd from them, ought not to beobey*d 
by them, Nor the Laws Impos'd by and under :that 
power to be held any other then Tirannicall and nor 
binding . 

That they are not under the Right of any forreigne 
domination, I ſuppoſe you leave me as granted, and 
therefore ro conlider them in themſelves, we mult look 
whither they be a people naturally endewed with a free 
diſpoſition of themſelves, (as was juſt now layd dovwn) 
or elſe by the Laws of God, or their own (tipulation they 
ought to obey ſome ſuyeriour poiver ( whither in one 
hand or many) which ſhould Inyiolably oz unalterably 
rule oyer them. 

If you canafficme this of Monarcais, you mult ravell 
this con[ideration co its firſt principles (as there 1s no 
batter way tonnderftant ris making of a watch then 

to 


(1 
fo rake her in pieces ) and Tile what Right Kings 
haveco Rule oyer us ; if they ſay from God, this is bur 
a bare afſecction ; let them prove by ſome figns and won- 
ders that 1t is Gols declare will and we hal! cbey ; if 
they ſay all Kings are of God. They muſt prove how 
they come to be Kings ; if they ſay that 1Þ the Scripture 
God do's tai0ar and delight in iMonarchy , let them 
cell us what kind of Monarchy it is, and what limits God 
hath appci ted both of power and Law, for certainly if 
they Treſpalle never (0 little upon either: of thefe they 
are uſurpers : If they ſay from nature (1 Gudy brevity 
here) let them prove that nature makes one man to go- 
verne an other, nay ſuch an other number of people, and 
that themſelves are they. If they ſay by compect and 
choice of the people, let chem pro \uce it and its condi- 
tions, and then ftand a rryall, whither the people could 
paſſe away the liberty of their ſuceeflors, or themſelyes 
upon breach of Trult or other conſiderations, Recall 
&. awwll : if none of theſe will hold, they muſt nece(. 
farily be intruders and depoſable upon The firlt occa, 
hon. 

All this I conceive remain'd to be proy'd before our 
Kings can affect their Jus Regwands in ſo clear and ſafe a 
manaer as the late CHARLES pretended to it. But if 
they were only elected{as the ſupreme expolitor the Pars 
liament have declared) then it evidently declares that 
in the height” of their intruſion they either could nor 
Rifle a remembrance of the peoples Right, or elie by an 
odde Arcanum [mperis practized by the Primitive Ro- 
man Emperors) they were willing by a ſpecious ſhew of 
liberty,co-banith all offence and Recollection of their In- 
truſion. And-of eletion, quettionlefle thoſe that. haye 
power to chooſe have porver allo not to choole, 

Then ſecondly if Kings be not Integra'l parts of our 
Parliaments, Repreſentatives or Nationall meetings 
('tis things I mind not words for the people cannor all 
at Once meet in Counce!l) it will. Pori{matically folloiy 
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" thatthe Lords being his vaſſalls, conſticutes or ar leaſt 


bur Councellours, are noc, as being not entruſted nor 
called chither by the people, who have the only power to 
make their Deputies, and gives voyces in their Natio« 
nall meetings. 

Thus much being gaind there will low a Third, That will 
immediatly inveltia ſapream anthoricy in thoſe meetings, 


- and chis authority mult needs make them Judges of caſes 


of necefſity,and necetficy oftentimes warranting, nay bid- 
ding violent courſes, ſome aRtions and carriages may be 
juſtifiable, nay laudable and glorious in them that Im. 


- medi'ely concerne thepublique weal, although they vary 


from & throughouc the Common Re proce s: 
Thus cou!d no honelt Reman have blamed Cicero, though 
he had ſuſpended the major part of the Senate had they 
adhered to Cataline. Thus were the Tribins of t 

never acccunted Traytors to their trult of preſerving li- 
berty,NotwirhRanding they often brought Laws co make 
a DiRator who had an unlimiced power. Nor have you 
Reaſon to Rorme with this Paritament, for yoring the 
excluſion of part of their Members (whereof your (clfe 
were one) for had concurred in dangerous and deftru. 
Avepernicious Vores. 

And now you may fee how anfound your Propefition 
was, and how utterly the State of che whole Syllogitme 
18 altered, for if you will but take along with you whac 
hath been ſaid, yon will find rheir was an huge deal of 
Equivocation and Fallacy in the words of Par/iemens and 
whole Realme and therefore the whole ought thas to be 
conceived, | 

That by the Fundamentall Laws of the Nation what T ax 
5s Pmpoſed by the Commons of the Realm in a free and full 
Parliament by Alt of Parliament , and none other, is tupv- 


foll. 


But this Tax of 90c00. 1. per menſem was thus Impoſed, 

Ereo it owght, &c. 
The Propoition is manifeft ont of what hath _ 
far, 
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aid to the Aſſumption tor the preſent, I ſhall fay cis 
much 3 That fince King and Lords are no effentiall parts 
of it, and that they make up the cultemary number, we 
have no Reaſon to diſayow them on that Tophick, ſome 
other Reaſon then mult we ſearch, and ſee whicher they 
were cither lawfully called, or elie fince their calling 
ſomea& either done by themſelves or others have in 
Law diſſolved them. Bur for the Legallicy oftheirAſſemb- 
ling your ſe!fare {o far from denying, that you found ſome 
Arguments npon ir;& I further juſtifie that they immedi- 
atly were entruſted by the people,and that the Kings did 
put them into acourſe, not give them Authority, ( for if 
ithad,then mult all power Immedidately flow from rhe 
Kitg which we have deny'd) and therefore though the 
Right of che people were at that time c.og'd with that 
load. there 1s noReaſon bur they might when they culd 
fhake it off, and reftore themſelves ro thoſe Priviledges 
nature endowed them with. And therefore they mult 
neceſſarily remain anauthoritative Body after the decol« 
lation of the Kixgas nor firting by him : Bur ir is a que» 
ſion according to the word of the Law, whither they 
ever can be diſſolved or no. the King not being alive to 
diffolve them. Howſoever you can GiAinguih a King in 
theabfiraR, and concret and know that ic is not his Per- 
ſonall preſence adds any thing to them : for otherwiſe 
your own books mult riſe up againſt you, and all rheir 
aRions ſince the Kings delertton will prove nn-Parlia. 
mentary. 

We mult ſee if there be any thing that in Lay diffol- 
ved them (fince they are # origine a lawfull Afembly) 
and that muſt either be by the King, themſelves or ſome 
externall power : By the King it muſt be either by ſome 
act of his, and charTI think you are nor ready to fay, or 
by his remotion, and tht we have juſt now anſivered : 
if by chemſelves why fir they ? or ſhew me an AR or Or- 
dinance of cherrs why theythould not: if from external! 

Aarce : externall torce I ſay may yiolare it but cannot dit- 
tolye 


ſolye ic ; fince the Speaker on, his opinion two years 
a20cy that nothing could difſo.ye this Parliamene, But 
21 AR of Parliaments which you .cannot produce either 
in your own ſence or mite | _ If 

And noiy we ſee what miracles you have perform'd,& 
how according to your manner ycu have efloygn'd from 
the queſtion; for it 1s nor the Recitall ofa mahy Imperti. 
n«nt Preſidents with any laviſh head, chat has bur the 
p-tience to calle may multer up to wearineſſe, 

But a right {ating aud deduction of things, and a Ge- 
nerall view of the queſtion in ics whole latitude that mult 
convince and enforce in theſe caſes, For producing aus» 
thorities though it may be of excellenc uſe in proving 
matter offaR or that things were (©, yet ic is not of much 
concernment when matter of righe or reaſon falls un- 
der diſpute, For whoſoever do's rightly converſe witt: 
the writings & Records of former times cannor bu: 
knovw, that ſince a many things are ſpoken out of the 
ſence andintereſt of che times. A many things throug|, 
deccurſe of aftaires are altered from their Primitive 
reaſon, a many things imperfectly related and circum-. 
Rances of great light ofren omitted, they are not ac - 
all authoritative to after times, ſave where a cleer and 
undcniable analogy of reaſon do's apply and enforce 
chem, 

Buc leaſt you may thinke I fraudulently elude the 
irength of your arguments by theſe generall aviſos,I care 
not much 1t I put them (I meane the Rrength and heart 
of them for you are very farall in ſetting down things at 
length) into a Catalogue briefly overthrowing thoſe 
that are not Immediatly, Implicitly, or perempcorily 
anſwered in the former pag?s, an1 putting the others to 
no other trouble, but a bare reherſall. as things that cars 
ry their confurarions in their bowells, 

Your Firſt Reaſon is The Parliament is diſſolved by 
death of the King. 2. Or ſuppoſing it in being yer the Lords 
afſented not, 3, Suppoſe the Commons alone conld [1 mpoſe 
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8 T ax yet now the Houſe b neitver full nx free if you will 
give every man leave co be Judge of his own liberty, they 
can the belt cell what they think of theirs , ana they 
have declar'd themſelves free trom any feare or Re- 
{traint; and certatnly ic is one 'hrewd figne of it, in that 
they have performed that under that which you call aw 3 
which none of cheir Predecefſors in all their pretended 
li>erty and fullneſſe could ever atchieve ; and if you (ay 
they are nor full and free becauſe all their Members doe 
not actually lite For my part I hold them freer, as bcine 
eas'd oi (o oppreſſive an humour, that to long Rendred 
their Counſells abortive or unproſperous, yet in poive 
. of reaſonTT ice not why he ſhould be entruſted with the 
liberty of a Country chat is an enemy coir, Or admitted 
into a Counſell whole ruine he is both by his ircereR 
and opinion obliged toendeavour. Theugh the tender- 
neſſ: of che Parliament is ſuch that chey Re:dmit all ſuch 
as they can either with ſurecy cr (atery, and the obſtinacy 
of the abſence Genelemen 1s (uch that they refuſe tocom- 
ply wich che ways of providence, and come into actions 
rather ({u/vending themſelves then being ſuſpended . 
4. Thewgh it honld oblige thoſe placer whoſe Knights Citi. 
r.ens, Buygeſſts ſit, yet, it canner thoſe whoſe &c. fit not, 
Now our of ail your Preſidents find me one that ſhall 
warrant this diſtintion for that of the writ of waft will 
not doe: for upon the ſame reaion, the County o Dare | 
bam, or ſuch Burroughs as have no Members to fir for 
them are not tyed by any aR of Parliamer.t, as net con» 
ſenting to it, and for any thing I ſee the ſame reaſon 
ſhould hold in thoſe Counties or places whoſe Repre- 
ſentatives ſhould be for ſome unca-tionable crime thruſt 
out of the Hou'e ; Nay, why may not this extend to ab- 
{tent Members > Bur I pray Sir conſider that the Houſe 
of Commons mult be conſidered as a colle&ed ho1y. and 
not as made of particular perſons, and that mutt he raken 
for its Ordinance which is the agre-ment of all, or the 
m.jor pact,yithourt any other conſideration of In.lividu- 

alls, 
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dualls, ave ſomerimes FR. entring of a diſco, which may 
declare a private diſlike , bur cannot di/authorize any 
chiag. 

For thoſe two objeRions though you keep an hacking 
and {laſhing ot them, yer you dv not at ail intirme or de- 
{troy them, For I would gladly knovy of you whar radic.l ll 
diftin&tion you can percelve,between bulineſſes of greater 
and leſſer moment in the Houie as you ieeme to 1nter, T 
meane what difference you can make between the Houſe 
when it handles leſſer Lulinefles 'and the greateſt, For 
queſtionleſſe 'cis an Houſe (till and hath the ſame Privi- 
!edges and authority. Nor do's your objection of the fre= 
quent ſummons make any thing for you , ſaving that it 

roves it hath been a cultome to tummon in abſent Mem= 
Ag either when cheir a"1llicies were parcicularly awan= 
ting. or elſe the number of abſent Members cook from the 
Majeſty and S>lendor, Not the neceſlity and being of the 
Houſe. 2. Though you ſuppole. T hey might make an Houle 
in caſes of abſo;uce Neceſfiry, yer you lay their was never 
ſuch a caſe as till noi, that 49 might expeli 450 &c. To 
this I ſay that, N-ver was their ſo great a neceſſity. as 
that of their ſuſpenſion, as may eafily- be demonſtrated. 
3- *Twas the Army tuſpended ſome Members indeed, 
bur injur'd not the colleive body, and abundance abſen. 
red either through diſaffetion, guilt, or ſuſpition ; and 
whereas you challenge them to ſhew ſuch a Law or cu. 
Rome, I cannot bur laugh at you. For if itbe lawfu'l. ic 
may well ind on its one legs, without ſuch an infirme 
nw. unproper ſtay If unlawfall you wiil not expeR any 
example ſhould make it (o, For by the ſame reaſon every 
vice that can bur parallel it ſelfin Zwinger or Zycoſthenes, 
will ſoon be gilded intoa vertne, and you youc ſelt in e- 
very action you doe and garment yon weare, unleſſe 
yon can prove your Grandtather did and wore the like, 
Gn extremely. and herein at one daſh confure your whole 
H:frio- Maſtix wh n by ſo many Pr-/idents Records, our. 
walls, iftoryes, Diaryr, Ledgeer Books, Anxualls Poems, 
Orarions, 
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Orations, &c. it can be prov'd that playes have been in 
former :imes actedand entertained into the delig'ts'of 
Princes, as your ſelf write,confeſſe declare,acknowledge, 
manifett, and prove by Auchors in your Retrattatron to 
that purpoſe. 4+ Then Fourthly, ſince you Rand fo Rifly 
upon it, I challenge you te thew me by any Fournall, Year- 
Book, Records, the time when fourty was not accounted 
a Parliament (though chis far exceeds that number.) For 
5. you ſay.Neicher Commons nor whole Houſe ong!ht to 
do it without K.vor LL. Still Crawbe vis coflan; (ed you not 
that Topic largeiy before, and do ycu now vomir it up a- 

gaine ? Idoe not now wonder at the facultie of ſquir- 

ting Books, when you have this arc of Repeticion. Tru- 
Iy (voluminous Sir Jmethinks you are like Flaminime his 
hoſt whoencercaine his Nobie guzit wicha great many 
various diſhes, which yet in the concluſion proved no- 

thing bur Swines-fleſh, or rather ro Erifcchthos's dau; h- 

ter whothough ſhe were ſometimes (old under the ſhape 

of a Coy, fumerimes of an aſſe, ſometimes of a Sheep, was 

but till Er5ffcbrborn's daughter, and therefore who knows 

one of your Book knows all. and wao confutes one con- 

fures them all. Only I adviſe 311 chat ſhall hereafter have 
to deale with you, ro medle with you no otherwiſe then 

the great Grotizs Jid wich a learned man that (poyles and 

loo'es abundance of brave learning amid(t his volumes in» 
feed of anſwering the Bok ro confure the contents. So 
would I interdi&t any man further Commeree with ycu 

then che Ticle (which is ever the beſt of your Bookes) 

and having confured thar.co fit downe inquier. 

For your anſ:ver to the ſecond objettion, (which ſneaks 
in at the Bock dore. and ſtands like Ele in the Gammeb, 
andno yonder, for a man of your h*ſte may eaſily forger 
Imnvortarcies. ) "iz. That the preſent Parliament ſhall nat 
be diſſolv-d wnleſſ by Alt of Parliament, by t''e Statute of 
x 7. Car.” [\vas confuted '.ut of what hath ben alteady 
{p'-ken. ard hath been already rouched upon you, But to 
come cloſer to you, that if the Kings Perſon were © ne- 
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ceſſary a buſineſſes with whac face did you juſtify their | 
proceedings without when he was at O>fordF orif the + 
torme 0i writ calling them cogether co conu't with 
kim Render them a meer JunRiio ot his, an.4 no lorger 
a body then he lends them a ſoule, what miſerable, and 
{laviſh people were we, whoſe Nationall Counſells were 
to depend upon the will and pleaſure of ove man, as 
though we had bcen created for no other cnd, and caſt 
hither by providence only to wake ſo many vaſſalls for 
a Tyrant. Burl hope, Maſter Prinne yon know better 
what the ſafety of a people is, then to adhere to fo mi- 
ſerable Rules, which b.ing commonly (iruck from the 
preſent occaſion, canrot prevent all inconvenicnces, and 
therefore mult be Subje3t to change, and alteration z and 
with what prudence can you arge that your Act was on- 
ly "oder aS 10 ycur |-tcKing not to his Heirs and Suc- 
c:ſlors (ycur rea{ons are ſo rr fling I paſſe them) when 
you know the King of England never dyes ? and 'tis an 
horrid thing that the welbeing of a people ſhould deperd 
u onthe truth of one who 1s bur a Bubble and mult dye 
like 2 men» For ſuppoſe in that heavy conjuncure of 
time (which produced the at} King Charles had put off 
his Mortality, either the beſt Parliament ther ever was, 
ſhou'd have broke up anJ Ictt n3 both in che preſent ha- 
zard of affaires, and danger of neyer any more Parlia- 
ments ; or elſe the Supreme Right of the People and ne- 
cefſiry would have confured what yon aflert. Beſides the 
Pariizm nt was called for ſuch and ſuch ends, and if the 
Kirg had dyed before the fulfilling , had it not been 
m. erly an illuſion and a fruſtration ot the very a&, which 
evenob'ig+ them to the accompliſhwent of ſuch and fuch 
things.Burt methinks that clauie which you fo Ingenuouſly 
qaore cleers theBuſines and that every thing erthings what - 
ever done or to be done for the adjournuent or proroging or diſ- 
ſolving of the preſent P  liament. contrary tothe preſent AF, 
ſhall be mite, dy void and of none effe 7 , upon this icore the 
Anti- Parhamegntcr Oxford was counted nnlaiylul!, and the 
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Kings diſclatming them {ior a while) of none effeR. Bur 
(fay you) che Kings death cannot properly be ta1d a ehing 
done or to be done ;, him, for the adjournment of the 
Parllament contravy to this preſent A, cannot make the 
Kings death woyd andof none effeB, by reltoring him to life 
againe. 
i Spell tun admiſffs Riſuns Temeatis Am ici! 

Buc pray Sir, is nor death a privation ? what taik you 
then of it as an AR ind of a privactiqn you will not lay 
it hath 2ny thing poſitive, the King hath done nothing by 
it whereby to diflolve and raiſe the Parliament. 

I ſhall adde, only you Rand (oltrict!y upon poore For 
malities,why you may not as well ſay that the Parli:menr 
is notat al beceule their are no Biſhops in itzas wel as you 
{ay about Lorcs : For you cannot be 1gnorant how far in 
theſe darke times of tuperſiition the Biſhops have in- 
cro. cht, (and why ſhould Preſidents for the Temporall 
Lords be more inyiolabie then for them) inſomuch that 
they once came toa conteſt of Precedency,which certain- 
ly they would never have done without ſome aſſurance 
of themlſelyes and interel?, and therefore it was no more 
Injury tothe Lords Temporal co be diſpoſſeſſed then 
for the Spirituall,they being both derived from one pow- 
er; and though you'l fay the latter were ejected ina free 
and fail Parliament, and ſo not the former, yer Ithink 
I prov'dother wh:iltt I had in hand your Syllogiſme, and 
mult now tell you, cone :ive not what more Right or ti-. 
cle the one have then the other, and why they may not as 
well be diſrobed of theſe Privil-dges, which are both 
unnece<flary and burdenſome. and to ſpeak freely, Superi- 
or roany other in Exrepe, and Inconfilttent with the 1i- 
berty of -ur Nation, 

I ſhal! nor much trouble my {elf with your difingenui « 
tie in quouirg the Parliaments form:r Declarations a- 
gainſt them, tince that They have been as goo as their 
words in procuring the libertie of the Nation, and what 
they do: ar this preſent is meerly out of publique neceny 
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and ſafety ; But I mult Who that of al! men' living 
you cughtthe leait ro encouzter your alveriaries out of 
che x own writings, fince your own doe abc 1:vict 1uch 
ſtrong monſtrous Contrads. tian: and forget wwnefle, thac 
a man may {uppole you change ſou'es as ofien as you doe 
ſhires, or elſe there 1s arrunanimous conipiration in mai» 
kind to adopt all abſurdities whatſoever under your 
Name. 

And now have I( thank the curteſie of my faces ) ful. 
ly ſuryey'd your firlt Reaſon, and cruly if your other Nine 
take me up as much. cime, I (hail wich ditfhculty wade 
chrough the reſt of cis inglorious caske,and I am affraid, 
obtain your faculty of Multiplication of lines, and in 
Read of your adveriary turn your Schollar : like Fulies the 
Emperour, het eſſayedat firſt what he could fay againſt 
Chriſtianiſm, bur art laſt exerciſed himſelfe into a loſſe 
of it. | 

And now for your ſecond Reaſon, which cells us thac 
there are ſome (it in the Houſe who oug'1t nor to fit, ſome 
whoſe Elections have been Vored voyd, ſome choſen by a 
ney great Seale ſince the Kings death, (ome that are No- 
blemen, and therefore uncapable of ſitting there Fe, Bur 
ſay ; bring me but on2 example or 1 reſident where the 
illegalicy of Ele&ion deprived che Parliament. ( which 
mult eyer be conlidered in the Aggregat not dif. junRive. 
ly ) of its authority, and Rig't, ſure we have proved them 
a Par.iament and, ſupreme, why may not they make a 
$:al and'uſe ic, and for the Lords ( fGince their Houſe is 
broke up ) why ſhould the people be denyed their liberry 
of chooſing, or the Lords ( without any demeric ) their 
capacity of fitting. wo 

For your ſcruple at the Oath of Alleageance, I ee nor 
how it oblig*d further hn civil obelience in lienof civill 
proteRion, or why it ſhould oblige longer then the poy= 
er that impoſed ir had exiſtence, or why it ſhould oh. 
lige a man to a perpetuull pertinacy contrary t1 his judze. 
ment and con(cience : Till I be ſatisfied in this, I muſt 


put 
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put away all your Arguments of this heaq, an4 in the 
mean tim: Recruit you to that judicions and learned © 
piece of Mr. Aſeb w concerning this tabjeR. and truly if 
you want emp.o, ment you wouid doe yell to gnaw a lit. 
tle upon that file. 

The Third you learned'y draiy from the ends of your 
Tax which being two, you accordingly branch your Ar. 
vument into t:vo herds z The firſt whereot the Mainrte. 
nance of my Lord Fairfax his Amy, and to this you an* 
ſwer That their notorious defettions & Rebellions have made 
them nnworthy of pay. To this I fay, you in your confuſed 
Catalogue ot their miidemeanours, you lay many things 
co their charge , which are not properly theirs, a many 
things you militake, and many things you falſly ſuggeſt: ſo 
that he that pares off your exagzerations, and conſiders 
them nakealy, will find them an illuſtricus brave fort of 
people, particul rly fayour'd by Providence, and worthy 
all the enconrag-ment and care of this State. Then ſe» 
cond!y you ſay Ne 1 ax onght ro be impoſed but in caſe of 
Neceſſitie ( let any judge , whether there bee nor a 
Necetlity for this Tax ! ) Bvt you ſay there is no neceſlity 
of keeping up this Army for theſe ſtron2 Reaſons. 

The Kingdome is exhauſted with ſeven years Taxes, and 
theretore toc 1avinga littlegmony row malt be utterly ru 
in'd,and as though you in all yovr reading conld want ex- 
amples how often ſuch a baſe parſimony hath bin farall ro 
people and Ciries. 2. The decay of Trade, as thouyh a pet- 
ty payment hinder*d eithzrImporcation or exportation,or 
flackned mens end-avours, or as thong t'at money were 
not ſpent among th2 people that pay it, and ſo there can 
be no decreale in the main ftock. Bur a decay of Trade 
mult ever be expeted in or immediatly after a ciyil? 
w rre, and ſo you iodge this cauſe amiſſe. 3.1t deftrojes 
trade, why did you not tumble this with the former, tor 
they both came to one head ; Still yon urn to your vo» It 
of imperrinency and largenefle. 4. There is no ws/ible ene- 


my inthe field,an] theretore not in Houles or abroad z Do 
not 


not yon kecry MAINCT chat an-enemy is not quice 
yanquiſh'd when he isforc'd to give the field, bur fo long 
as he has.animolinies, gruiges, opportunities, .encou- 
ragements, hopes is to be tear'd, and therefore for any 
pesple to gull chemſelves in ſuch a mad (-curity can be 
no other then to fall a ſlezp,thac their enemies might with 
the better conveniency,cuc chcir chroats, Beſices you can 
not be ignorant that that Thing which you call a King 
hovers and flucters. over, and ifhe could but engage any 
: farceigne Prince on his deſperace loſt formunes, would 
come over, and ſee if hecou d ſet up the Daggn of Mo- 
narchy 0'1ce more amonglt us, and you would have us 
 tamely caſt away our ſwords, that he might with more 
liberty excrcile choſe cruelties upon us, and that either 
his indignation, revenge, flatterers,- or poftibly Inclina. 
tion might ſuggeſt unto him. 5. This was but at firſt e- 
fabliſhed 40000 1. per menſem and efter 6000 . But why 
90090 |, now ſinte thoſe for Ireland of that eflablibment , 
Thou knowelt not it {cemns Bf, Prone, Nor thy Neighs 
bours at Swenſwick, chat e1ereare a great many neiv Be 
ces rais'd, and their are a great many there already to be 
maintained. The Conntry Militia's mig ht ſerve, the forme 
of them in ſecure time 1s good encugh, Bur not in the 
.mid(t of ſuch contingencies as we daily (ee, and if we be 
at preſent ſo ſyrrounded with enemys, as who knows we 
aregirt with both .extremes which now begin 1o Eoſe 
and unite into one, why ſhould we difſolve any Armie of 
choice and brave Veterans, for a tort of Raw countrie 
fellows, that neither have the courage nor the art of figh. 
-ting ; not to mention the jult cauſes of diſtruſt of them, 
which thouzh you indeavour to remove. yet you doe nc- 
thing, for you ſay, 1, Theſe mew may —_—_ an Army till 
Doomeſday ; as though their politick capacity cook away 
their naturall of Dying, or that things would be eyer in 
their preſent infecurity. 2. if they dare not truſt the People, 
why ſhould the people truſt them ? this I thinke 1s vour ſence 
for you are long and cloudy and want an expofitor ) The 
rong 
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Rrong Retort ! th:y will not folio che humour of che 
Hybblc, and therelore the Rabble ought to get up on the 
Saddle ; and act the bold Beawcbamps upon the Common« 
wealth. 3. The Gentlemen of England have little reaſon to 
truſt this Army that have violated their Laws, aud ſay all 
is therrs by eongueſt. Reader ! underitand this in the con» 
traty (ence, anu Maſter Prinue is inthe Rivht. But he 
ſhould have told where ever the Army aver'd all was 
cheirs by conqueſt, or if ever any private man ſaid (o,and 
if ſome had (aid ir, why the integrity and ations of all ſhal 
be blaſted through che yapor or Surquedry of a private 
Souldier. 

Now co the ſecond part of the fame tune, the ſecond 
End of this Tax 1s for /relandgvhich was bat at firſt 25000«l. 
now 30000 |. To this you ſay, 3, That by Statutesr.&c. No 
Freemen onght to be compelld to gee in perſon, &c. Or ta pay 
T axet, &c. without their conſents in a free Parliament, ſuch 
an one you deny this preſent to be, and I contrariwiſc 
athrme it, aud have demonſtrared it, and fo farwell this 
Argument. 2, oſt of thoſe Ancievt forces are revolted 
and declared Rebells, and therefore this Parliament ſhall 
nor avail themſelves of others in their Roomes. 3. 4{4> 
ny now pretending for Iceland hath been obſkrufters of its re- 
fiefe. This is a itrong Argument agatalt the Legalicie of 
the Tax. 4. The reliefe of Ireland is not wow wpon the firſt 
Juſt and prows grounds. (Tis falle they are now jult the 
ſame.) But to joyne with Owen Roe; the Parliament haye 
diſclaim'd the ations of two brave men in that aftaire. 
Notwithſtanding the prudence adyantage and neceſſitic 
of it ; which certainly cannot bur declare that they are 
not over afteted with him and his Intereſt. 

Your Fourth Reaſon is the coercive power and manner of 
Levying this T ax, as though upon caſes cf neceſſitie and 
Imminent danger a State mult want neceſſary rel'efe, 
becauſe ſuch and ſuch a skictiſh perfn is nor ſatisfied, 
andif weſee that many ations of private men (other= 
wiſe illegall)Jare jultified by theix ſubordination to the 
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publike. How much more muſt we thinke of Common 
wea'ths themſelves in whom the chiefe care and truſt 
preferyation is repoſed ; which how they could be endows=- 
ed with, know nor I, unlefſe they had alſo a power to 
enforce thoſe reliefs, which neceſſity ani reaſon of Sta & 
ſo ujually require, and therefore your Firſt realon that 
they ought not to diltraine is ncehing,fince it determines 
not in what cafes it is unlaivſull to diftraine, and ycu 
withall take it as granted that this is an unlayviull Tay. 
2, For Impriſonment ; It hangs upon the ſame talfe ſuppe=- 
fition as tne former, an4 all you can inſtance who hath 
been impriſon'd upon this Act invaiid ; Fnce a mary Laws 
come accompanyed with a terror, which they alio intend 
ſhall ſeldome or never be put in execution. 3» Levying 
of Taxes by Souldiers was juaged hrgh Treaſon in Strafords 
eaſe, as though there were nor d.fference between a Su- 
preame authority an1 a Subjech a-time of peace and War. 


4+ If any perſon bring bis Aion at Law, we ſhall be ftope by. 


the Committee of Indemnity, as though the Parliament 
Gwho are ſo much above all ordinary proceedings ot Law) 
ought not in Juſtice to protect thoſe: who execute their 
juſt Commands: 

Your Fifth Reaſonis ; The tune ſticks much with you, 
for if we have ſucha Tax inthe firſt yeare of Englands t- 
clared freedome, what ſhall we have inthe ſecond, &c. 

To this I-anſwer Evax! vah! there wants a Comma, 
to exprefſe IrrifionanJ Indignarion. . 

Your Sixth, [1the order or newneſſe of Tax iti the firſt 


you - 'd bythe Commons Houſe afterthe Parliament - 


diſſoly 
Lingua ! thou firikſt roo much upon cne ſtring 
Thy tedious plain-ſong grates my render ears. 

T thought this Argument had been thred bare enough 
to be uſed againe, But no matter 'tis your cn{tore, but 
certainly, A man of your Irmployment and- ſpeed is ro be 
_ forgiven it heforger what he wrote three pages before ; 

and-yer this you confirme with a notable reaſon (as you 


thinke) 


non Caudder. nun tr 
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'think ) out of Ovid:s PR Amorit : Printipile ob- 
fa,&e.abu kin that may fit any fool, and clog any obje- 


&ion whatever. 

Your Seventh « the exceſſivencſſe of the Tax. A main 
objection indeed, when you were to treat about ics Legas 
licy, bur I mutt cell you occafions are alſo exceſſive, 
as I told you when I arfvered your third Reaſon in 
which this your ſeventh Reaſon (according to the uſuall 
Caball of your writing ) was alſo involy2d, I ſhall onely 
adde now that I wonder by what Arichmetick you Calcu» 
late -90c02 pounds per mens.co be halt rhe Revenue of the 
Nation» and by what — of Reaſon; you inſtance 
the Impotition of the Popes Legate on the Englifh Cler- 
gy, to affront an Act of Parliament concerning the whole 
Nation. 

Your Eigbth ( for I would gladly once be rid of you) 
is, the Principall Judgement of this Tax is to free. us from 
Free quarter,and you lay. 1.Free. quarter is illegall ( and 
yeu make an ample citation for it ) avd ſo ought to be taken 
off without any compenſation. 'Tis true ! but when there is 
a Necellicy ot keeping up a Souldiery whether of the trvo 
evills is tobe choſen : and ſecondly, you ſay, That they 
have often promis'd to take off Free quarter, but ſtill as ſ.on 
a; Contributions were paid, there was as much free quarte- 
ring as formerly, and theretore becauſe ſome under-Otf 
cers are neg.igent, and ſome Common. ſouldiers rude ; 
AnAct of Pariiament multi become invalid, although it 
may be atfirmed that th2 diſcipline of this Army is as re= 
gu/ar and (iri.t as can be poſſible, and therefore it is not 
ſtrange. if they be nor ſubject ro ſuch diſorders as might 
commonly make fuch Companies of men both dereftabie 
or hated, and yer certainly there are ſome among them 
very rare yrmidens, if that lirange Tragz-C-medy of 
May 22. ( a day it ſeems fatall ro your firong-beer and 
provilions ) be true, for certainly ( according to your 
Lamentations ) ic is as dreadfull 2nd hidecus as the brea. 
king up of an Inchanted —__ ſome new Commorion 
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in the daſoraws Cave, or f Patricks Purpatory. 

To your Nimb ( which in my underſtandivy is the ſame 
with your third ) be end of this taxe it not for defence of 
the King dome, bitt abol:ſhing ff Monarchy &e. 

We atfirme this for the derence of the Nation, and all 
the reſt we conſeſſe. 

To the Laſt, which you ſupooſe chain. ſhot. but indeed 
is a ſquirt, whereas you ſay, that in yonr poor judgement it 
will be offenſive to God and good men. Certainly G01 hath 
ſtampr too many vilible Cnaratters of h1: favour upon 
theſe proceedings, to withdraw his affiftance from this 
Parliament, for proſecuting that work which he is plea- 
ſed with : an1 for 202d men ; there are thouſands think ic 

| both neceſſary and fic 10 Pay it. Scandalous to the Proteſtant 
Relegion, As how ? diſhonourable to the Engliſh Nation, 
for-bravely aflerting their liberties, and giving Þ faite an 
example of Magnanimity and bravery ro Emrope and po« 
ſterity, hindring the ſpeedy ſettlement of ony peace. Me 
thinks we are at peice already, if you mean a peace with 
C.Stewart,curſed be the Peace-makers : Ingege Seotland 
and Ferreigners to avenge the Kings death, ( as though that 
Arme that hath hicherco held us up were ſhortned ) «ud 
diſ-inheritance of bis Poſterity, who you ſay will be ſecled. 
Ouid fi calam yuat ? and therefore you would have us ac» 
cept of C.Stewart, and jumble np a Peace. Certainly, 
Mr. Pryane ) if you had but the leaſt dram of a canhiderare 
perſon within you, you could not but know that the Re- 
eftabhſhment of the King of Sretland among us, were 
ſomewhat worſe the an Anarchy, and that a peace with 
him were more dangerous and deſtrutive then any war, 
for if we will confider his attaining the Crown of England 
according to the principles of his own party, we may find 
it a buſineſſe ſo horrid and dereſtable, thar none but a ("at 4» 
tine could lend a with to it : Either certainly he muſt come 
1m by Forreign Conqueſt, or under pretence of his old 
Title, or elſe by Admiſſion and Conſtitution of the Peo= 
ple : if the firſt, what Engliſh man can conceive it either 
| fate. 
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fofe or honovrable ? What man would not dread to be 
ſcourg'd by Forreigne force ? or whether are (auch auxi.i. 
aries ſafe or no to him that employes them ? or by wher 
Law or Juſtice could Hee bring in people of ttrange 
Tongues or habits to ſubdue tho!e peop e, whole father he 
pretends tobe ? or who mult give accompt tor the blood 
that mult neceflarily be ſpilt in ſuch a quarrell? or where 
will there be found wealth in an exhaulted Nation to fariſ. 
fie the Ayarice of ftrangers, make up the loſſes of home. 
ſufferings, and reward delſeryers ? Q neltionlefſe the Out- 
_ Marius and Scilla, and the Spaniſh butcheries in 
mevica would be bur petty Executions to what the Vis 
tor ( arm'd with rage and revenge) would inflict, and 
we ſhoutd ſuffer ; and how many brave lives would be ta 
ken away, and made ſacrifices to the ghoſt of our lait 
King, *cis Perfidy. and diſloyalty ( me thinks ) to the ma. 
jetty of the People of England to imagine the ſadneſſe 
of theſe conſequences ; Nor ſee I how thoſe of the ſecond 
head are much milder ; For ſuppoſe him like Tiras, or our 
Her the Fitft, becter'd by his accefle ro Goyernment, and 
that he dealt with this People as Tender and cautiouſly 
as any man under heaven could doe. Yet were not our 
weakneſle able to endure that a'teration. For if ic hath 
colt ſo much blood and Treaſure to come to the poine 
where we are. A Relaps muſt needs bee confiderably 
worſe, ſeeing it would be impoſſible ro eradicare Memo» 
ries and Revenges ; bur the dregs thereof would ltirrethe 
prevailing party co ſome Inſolenlies which the fpiric or 
condition of this people were unable ro endure, and what 
this would by degrees come to; Ic is not fafe to imagine : 
or if you would have it thethird ( as me thinks an- Ele» 
Rive King ſuirs but ilfayouredly with your politics ) me» 
thinks ic were not hard for the People to find cur tome 
hand to which ( in caſe there were either Necellitie or 
Reaſon for ſuch a change ) they might entruſt their liber- 
ries, better then with one who comming from an unfor»- 


eunate Family, ſcourg'd for many Generations with Tra- 
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gicall and untimely ends, and now a long time groanin 
under che Anger of Divine Jultice, muſt in all reaſon _ 
probabiiiry export the conlummacion and accompliſh= 
ment of the ſame Fate. Nor-to {:y that a filiall alleagi- 
ance may oblige him to ſome ſavageneſles, which could 
not at all tall under the intereſt of another perſon, and 
chat education and continuall infuſion of che ſame Machi- 
vilian Councels, mult neceflary make him bend his Go. 
vernment that way, which hath been ſo dereſtably oppreſ- 
hve to three Nations, that they preferr'd a long, ſharp and 
unnaturall war, before durarce under it. 

For your Tranſcriptions out of Fohw Lilburn's Book of 
Fane 8. 1 (hall nor ſag much, becau;e 'cis indeed his work 
( excepting a few idle gloſſes of your own ) and 'tis you 
t2at I onely haye at Task and Time, and betides that book 
hath been fully anſfrver'd in another place, onely give me 
leave to fix a Remark upon your violent and furicus ma» 
lice that {© blinds you, that you ſeize upon any thing 
( chough never fo unjultly or indi(creetly) that may che 
leaſt contribute to the diſhonour of that Senate from 
whence your demerits have ſo worchily ezeed you : that 
Lilburn whom not many moneths fince, you call'd 
lyar, deteltable lyar , notoricus lyar, whom you wric 
againit in feyerall of your Treatiſes, and loaded with all 
thoſe Calumnies and Reproaches whic!z an cxulcerated 
malice, or a debauſhe Pen could caſt upon him ; now, 
when he begins che lealt co cloſe with you ( thcugh God 
knows upon different ends and principalls ) is no more an 
Abaddon, a Fury, a diſlurber, but a grave veritable au- 
thentick Claſtic author, and one whole excellent wri- 
tings ( for never in all this world were tio pens ſo 
like ) mult coneribute above ten pages to the latter end of 
your book. 

And beſides, confider what Reputation it 1s to you, 
that ſeem to carry the face of a grave civill writer, co 
fuffe your mater1all books ( andthis indeed I think you 
concelye one of your Matter-pieces ) with fuch large 
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Contributtons of che molt umyorthieſt pamphlets, which: 


che diteaſe 2nd intemperance of a depray'd time can vos 
mit up arnonglt us.. Contider it I pray you, and flatter 
not your (elf with any hope that the world .will continue 
ro expett any thing elſe from you then dirt and Ribaldry, 
and that your books will carcy any other defteny with 
them ( as being all bornunder (uch bad aſcendents, and 
untoward aſpects }. then had ihz Cardirall Compegio's 
Sumpters, which chough they march'd in a magnit:cenc 
and lightly array,were (upon a littie bolder examination) 
found to be {tuft with old doors and raggs, and ftuci1 like 
Trumpery. 

And no before a cl>ſe gtve one ( who though he bee 
much inferiour to you both in years, and acquir'd Knoys- 
ledges, yethath (penc the linall rime he hath liy'd in the 
beſt o xervation of men and things that he could) to be a 
little ſerious and Remon(trat unto you fomewhat, which 
being ſpoke by them that have the moſt charity, and belt 
wiſhes for you ; cannot but if you follw it, bring repoſe 
unto your (eif, ome content to th: world, eaſe ro the Sta- 
tioner, and poſſi>ly make the Catalogue of indiſcreet bu- 
fie men lefſe by one : You are of an honourable profeſſion, 
doe not diſhonour it by a Continua' ton of your lybelling, 
In that orb you may Arrive to ſome eſtimation, but when 
you ſtray our of it, you area Traytor to ycur own cre= 
dit,and doe your ſeife that fame di{repure which your enc» 
mies could wiſhunto you ; it you tay where Providence 
hath plac'd you : your prelidents, and bulkiſh qu-tations 
may be of ule and ſervice , hur when you break your ted- 
der. you run wild, and like Ajax in the Trajedy, fight 
with ſheep in ſtead of men ; for it ſeems that All-ſceing 
wiſdome hath nor dehgn'd you a malter of thoſe know- 
ledges which direR and enable the ming of man to judge 
and examine the changes of humane things, :nd theretore 
itayere no more bur your duty rather to fit fitl with a ſo- 
ber Acquieſce and acknowledgement of that knowledge 
you now evpjoy ; then yainly and wildly co run in fuch 
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pathes whither neither your. ltarrs' nor Genius ſeem to _ 
tead or proſper you 

Anocherthing is, that this continuell kicking at the 
preſent poiver, ſhews you to have ſornewhar of the Sala- 
manJer in your nature, and that like the' Camell you lift 
ro drinke of no waters at was feet have not trou- 
bled, and therefore you would doe your ſelfe much more 
righc with allthar are to judge you, if you diſcreetly and 
patienciſ complyed with all the out-goings of Proyi- 
deneez and wonld not murmur at fome Mbenfations 


waich it ſeems God would have to be no otherwiſe : and 
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